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RECENT DECISIONS 459 

The decision in this case follows the great weight of authority. Sim- 
ilar statutes in other States are similarly construed. In Texas, the 
meeting is protected so long as any part of the congregation remains 
on the premises, either before, during or after services. Dawson v. 
State, 7 Tex. App. 59; Love v. State, 35 Tex. Cr. App. 27, 29 S. W. 790. 
See also Tanner v. State, 126 Ga. 77, 54 S. E. 914. The meeting is pro- 
tected if assembled for religious purposes though religious exercises 
are not then in progress. Ellis v. State, 10 Ala. App. 252, 65 South. 
412. An offense is committed if the disturbance occurs either before 
or after service, provided the congregation be assembled for religious 
worship. Commonwealth v. Jennings, 3 Gratt. (Va.) 624. Under a 
statute prohibiting the disturbance of any assemblage of persons "met 
for religious worship," it was held to be an offense to create a dis- 
turbance while a portion of the congregation were still in the house 
before a reasonable time had elapsed for their dispersal, although the 
congregation had been dismissed. Kinney v. State, 38 Ala. 224. But 
it is not necessary that the congregation shall have remained in the 
house. One who disturbed the members of a church while they were 
eating a basket lunch outside the church during an intermission be- 
tween services was also held guilty under the Alabama statute. Ellis 
v. State, supra. The same rule applies where the people remain around 
the building to prepare and eat their own food. Minter v. State, 104 
Ga. 743, 30 S. E. 989; Folds v. State, 123 Ga. 167, 51 S. E. 305. 

Missouri appears to be the only State which holds contra to this 
view. No conviction can be had in that State under a statute pro- 
hibiting the disturbance of an assembly "met for religious worship" 
for a disturbance after the minister has dismissed the congregation, 
but before it has left the building. State v. Leonard, 141 Mo. App. 416, 
125 S. W. 234. Special interpretation seems to be put upon the word 
"met" in that State. See State v. Leonard, supra. A disturbance of a 
camp meeting at night after the congregation had dispersed and the 
people retired to rest is not within the prohibition of the statute. State 
v. Edwards, 32 Mo. 548. But upon similar facts it has been held in 
Virginia that such a disturbance is within the prohibition of the stat- 
ute. Commonwealth v. Jennings, supra. 

Parent and Child— Duty of Support— Enforcement of Duty by Child. 
—A father wilfully neglected and refused to support his infant chil- 
dren. The children, by their next friend, filed a bill in equity petition- 
ing the court to compel the father to maintan them. The father de- 
murred to the bill on the ground that the duty of support cannot be 
enforced in equity. Held, the demurrer is sustained. Rowlings v. 
Rowlings (Miss.), 83 South. 146. For discussion of principles involved, 
see Notes, p. 448. 



